PHPNuke
Themes Template v1.0
Developed by Dave Mednick

Dave.Mednick@msec-inc.com
History

This is the first version of this template and documentation.  Please send me some feedback on what you like and dislike.  I’ll continue to work with this until it’s no longer needed.  This is a very PLAIN template.  It has frames only.  Future versions will include mouseover and other optional items.
Introduction
This template was developed to make it easier for anyone to create and modify themes within the PHPNuke portal framework.  No real PHP programming experience is necessary but it never hurts to no exactly what’s going on within this script file.

Explanation of variables

The theme’s theme.php file is, for the most part, a dynamic HTML page that opens and closes tables (frames) around some sort of content.  This content is normally text, in the form of messages, articles and links.  I’ve simplified the theme.php file so that by just assigning values to variables, the script does all the work.  There are two versions of each of the tables (frames) – a large version for the center blocks and a small version for the left and right blocks.  Most of the variables have extremely self-explanatory names.  The following pages are graphical representations of many variables within the script.  What’s not covered on the subsequent pages gets a brief explanation here:
	VARIABLE
	Usage

	$thename
	The name of the theme as it appears in the themes list (should match the name of the folder that the theme is in)

	$welcomeMessage
	An optional welcome message.

	$hframe
	The height of the vertical element and corner piece of the frame

	$wframe
	The width of the vertical element and corner piece of the frame

	$theme_image_path
	The path to your theme graphics files (USE THE TRAILING FORESLASH!!)

	$pixel
	This should be a single pixel graphic that is used to do some vertical separation

	$divider
	This is a horizontal bar (like <HR>) that is used between the center blocks and the footer of the site


Remember, the style directory also contains a Cascading Style Sheet that is interpreted by the browser and sets font styles, colors and other page options.  You should always take a look at the CSS file and make changes to it as needed for your new theme.

SIDE BLOCK

This table represents a typical “Side Block” element of the web page.  
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The pieces of the table break down as follows:
1) Upper left corner graphic ($ulcorner)

2) Upper horizontal frame graphics ($uframe)

3) Upper right corner graphic ($urcorner)

4) Left vertical frame graphics ($lframe)

5) TABLE CONTENT ($content)

6) Right vertical frame graphics ($rframe)

7) Lower left corner graphic ($llcorner)

8) Lower horizontal frame graphics ($lframe)

9) Lower right corner graphic ($lrcorner)

MESSAGE BLOCK

This table represents a typical “Message Block” element of the web page.  
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The pieces of the table break down as follows:

1) Upper left corner graphic ($ulcorner)

2) Upper horizontal frame graphics ($uframe)

3) Upper right corner graphic ($urcorner)

4) Left vertical frame graphics ($lframe)

5) TABLE CONTENT ($content)

6) Right vertical frame graphics ($rframe)

7) Lower left corner graphic ($llcorner)

8) Lower horizontal frame graphics ($lframe)

9) Lower right corner graphic ($lrcorner)
ARTICLE BLOCK

This table represents a typical “Article Block” element of the web page.  
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The pieces of the table break down as follows:

1) Upper left corner graphic ($ulcorner)

2) Upper horizontal frame graphics ($uframe)

3) Upper right corner graphic ($urcorner)

4) Left vertical frame graphics ($lframe)

5) TABLE CONTENT ($content)

6) Right vertical frame graphics ($rframe)

7) Left middle vertical frame graphic ($lmframe)

8) Middle horizontal frame graphics ($midframe)

9) Right middle vertical frame graphic ($rmframe)

10) Left vertical frame graphics ($lframe)

11) POSTED BY INFO

12) Right vertical frame graphics ($rframe)

13) Lower left corner graphic ($llcorner)

14) Lower horizontal frame graphics ($lframe)

15) Lower right corner graphic ($lrcorner)

